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Se c t i o n s

orman Sa n ch e z , AIA open ed his Al a m eda arch i tectu ral firm in 2003. He finds inspira ti on for his de s i gnNf rom the beauty and grace of traditional architecture as well as from the rich architectural styles of
his native land, Mexico, where the use of light, color and nature are central design elements.

The main focus of the firm is on single family residential and tenant improvement projects throughout
the greater Bay Area and Southern California. Norman places a strong emphasis on resolving spatial and
programmatic concerns voiced by the client to develop a cohesive and viable design solution while pre-
serving or improving upon the existing aesthetic. An
equ a lly strong em phasis is placed on con s tru cti on
administration to ensure that the finished product man-
ifests the design intent.

In a recent project in Los Feliz, California, a second story
addition and an extensive remodel was completed for a
growing family. The upper floor design included a mas-
ter suite, two bedrooms with a shared bath, and a guest
suite. On the lower floor, an existing bedroom was incor-
porated into the remodeled kitchen area to create a spa-
cious family room with access to the garden.

At any given time, the firm also has several small to mid-
sized projects. One such project involved clients in Los
Altos who enjoy cooking and entertaining. In the home’s
original interior layout, the front door opened to a long
hallway and the kitchen and living areas were completely
disconnected from each other. To resolve these program-
matic issues, a new more inviting front entrance was
designed that opened onto the living room area, a wall
separating the kitchen and dining room was removed to
allow for casual interaction between the spaces, and the
kitchen was re-designed with an open floor plan that
provided ample light and storage.

In another recent project, an existing residence in Orinda
was completely remodeled for the speculative market.
The central design objective was to update the home to
c re a te an el egant and soph i s ti c a ted interi or / ex teri or
while maintaining the relaxed and peaceful mood inspired by the woodsy landscape and expansive vistas.

The office staff currently includes Justin Daniels and Sara Sanchez. Justin joined the firm in 2005 and has
since taken over most of the in-house production. His work ethic and strong computer skills have made
a significant impact especially since the firm’s workload has dramatically increased. Sara joined the firm
in 2006 to handle the accounting and business development. Sara recently launched the firm’s website
www.nsarchitecture.com. We invite you to take a tour of the projects summarized above as well as other
recently completed projects. ❧

A I A Eas t  Bay Membe rs  I n
Pub l i c  Se r v i c e

If you are, or know of a member who vo l u n t e e r s e r v i c e
to their community on city commissions and commit-
tees, committees or boards of non-profit org a n i z a-
tions, or otherwise share efforts or expertise beyo n d
their employment demands, please contact A rc h New s
c/o AIAEB via e-mail, fax, or mail.

State of California
Alan Dreyfuss, AIA
Chair, State Historic Building 
Safety Board,

Robert Duncan Nicol, FAIA
Member, Universal Design 
Advisory Board, OSA

Steven Winkel, FAIA
Architect Commissioner Member,
California Building Standards Commission

California
Harris "Chip" Pierson, AIA
Board of Trustees for the California
Building Industry Foundation (CBIF)

Contra Costra 
Tom Butt, FAIA
West Contra Costa Transportation
Advisory Committee
West County Integrated Waste
Management Authority

Gene Metz, AIA
John Marsh Historic Trust,  President,
Board of Directors

Albany
David Arkin, AIA
Planing & Zoning Commission

Berkeley
Gene Metz, AIA
U.C.B. College of Environmental 
Design, Mentor Program (Arch)

Berkeley Breakfast Club, Board of
Governors 

Ineda Adesanya, Assoc. AIA
Director, YWCA-UCB Board of 
Trustees

Reeve Gould, AIA
Board, I House, UCB
Founding Trustee, Cal Performances
Berkeley Symphony Advisory Board

Castro Valley
Ineda Adesanya, Assoc. AIA
Councilmember Castro Valley 
Municipal Advisory Council

Concord
Peter B. Harmon, AIA
Chair, Design Review Board

Bruce Farrell, AIA
Design Review Board

Danville
Gene Metz, AIA
Athenian School
Pillar Campaign Committee

Fremont
Harry Jacobs, AIA
Board Member, Deaf Seniors Housing
Project

Kensington
Don Domer, AIA
B o a rd Me m b e r, Fi re Protection Di s t r i c t .

Livermore
Neal Pann, AIA
Historic Preservation Commission

Martinez
Eileen Tumlin, AIA
Member, City Of Martinez Design Review
Committe             (continued on page 9)
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